
WHAT WE DO
Shoosmiths has a wealth of experience advising on a  

broad range of music law matters, including: 

 • Drafting and negotiating a wide range of agreements 
including publishing agreements, recording agreements, 
management agreements, producer agreements, 
licensing agreements, distribution agreements, band/
partnership agreements, synchronisation licences, 
performer’s agreements, featured artist agreements, 
merchandising agreements, endorsement/sponsorship 
agreements, celebrity engagement agreements and 
agency agreements.   

 • Copyright infringement claims, for example, when 
someone has copied your music or used your recording 
without your consent or beyond the scope agreed.

 • Music clearance and synchronisation licences, for 
example, if you wish to use a song/recording in your 
advertising campaign or film.

 • Breach of contract claims for example if a record  
label has failed to account to you as set out in the 
recording agreement.

 • Ending a deal and reaching a settlement where the 
relationship is no longer working e.g. between a band/
manager or band/label.

 • Partnership disputes, for example, disputes between 
band members.

 • Commercialising and protecting your intellectual 
property, for example granting merchandising licences 

and registering a band name/logo as a trade mark.
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RECENT DEALS
Advising Henkel Limited, a global beauty brand, in respect of a number of 
synchronisation licenses with music publishers and record labels for a television 
advertisement for one of its Schwarzkopf hair products.

Advising the band The Orielles, whose album Silver Dollar Moment is one of 6 
Music’s and Rough Trade Records’ album of the year, on its recording agreement  
with leading indie label Heavenly Records and on its publishing agreement.

Advising Joe Duddell renowned for his collaborations with artists such as New 
Order, James, Nero, Clean Bandit, Elbow, Alison Moyet, Richard Hawley and 
Daughter on a commissioning agreement in respect of the orchestration of a 
number of northern soul and Motown classics for a new show called ‘Out On the 
Floor’ with the Manchester Camerata Orchestra. 

Advising our client Consolidated Artists, an internationally respected music 
agency, promoter and management company which currently acts for: influential 
heavy metal band Ritchie Blackmore’s Rainbow, 60’s icon Manfred Mann, Bernie 
Marsden (guitarist in hard rock outfit UFO and co-founder of Whitesnake),  multi 
Grammy award winning musician Steve Lukather (founding member of the 
American classic rock band TOTO) and which has previously acted for Bob Marley, 
Prince, ABBA, The Bee Gees, Blondie, TOTO, Elkie Brooks and Billy Joel; on its 
precedent management aagreement and a producer agreement.

Advising Skeleton Key Recordings whose roster includes: She Drew The Gun, 
Cabbage, Blossoms, The Fernweh and The Coral on a distribution agreement  with 
a major label and on recording agreements with two of its artists.

Advising Wolverhampton City Council on its box office services  agreement with 
Ticketmaster UK Limited, in respect of the leading UK live music venues which it 
operates including the Wolverhampton Civic Hall & The Wulfrun Hall.

Advising the UK’s leading popular music literature festival - Louder Than Words 
in respect of a trade mark infringement matter whereby a third party was using a 
mark similar to our client’s registered trade mark.

Advising Jim Spencer, music producer (Johnny Marr, The Vaccines, The Cribs and 
New Order), in respect of the producer agreement relating to a Charlatans album.
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CLIENT GUIDE

WHAT THE LEGAL 500 SAY

WHY SHOOSMITHS

The Shoosmiths intellectual property team act for a broad range of artists and 

musicians, music managers, producers, independent labels and publishers as well as 

providing advice to music festivals and music development agencies, advising on both 

contentious and non-contentious matters. They are also one of the appointed law 

firms on BASCA’s legal referral scheme.

Shoosmiths LLP “has a strong music law practice advising artists and musicians, music 

managers, producers and independent labels and is also skilled at advising cultural 

organizations and leading music festivals”. “Always responsive and accessible. The team 

has that important ability to be able to explain complex details in layman’s terms.” “Even 

in the direst of situations, the team always comes up with a solution’. “Laura Harper 

is a ‘strong legal gatekeeper with a broad view of how law intersects with business 

operations. Carol Isherwood has ‘outstanding technical knowledge and fantastic 

attention to detail”.

Shoosmiths is a nationwide firm with 11 offices 

across the UK. Since launching its IP arm in 2014, 

Shoosmiths’ music law practice has gone from 

strength to strength and is now a Legal 500 Tier 1 

ranked practice. 

Focussed on providing quality, accessible, legal 

advice, the team is now one of the leading music 

law practices outside of London, extending beyond 

legal advice to lecturing at BIMM and appearing as 

panellists for PRS music industry events, CMU Artist 

Entrepreneur Days and delivering workshops for the MMF. 

The team was, shortlisted for UK law firm of the year in the Music Week awards 2018, 

the first and only firm outside of London to receive this nomination

We have also advised on a number of confidential matters including:

 • Advising a global brand in respect of a number of talent agreements  for high 

profile artists in connection with one of its advertising campaigns.

 • Advising several very well-known bands on partnership disputes between  

the members.

 • Advising a global brand on a dispute with a collection society.

 • Advising a songwriter in respect of a copyright dispute with a global selling artist 

and songwriter.

WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY

“We were very impressed with the 
attentiveness and attention to detail 
demonstrated by Shoosmiths when 
we recently approached them as 
a new client. Shoosmiths delivered 
exactly what we required, showing 
an impressive level of legal expertise, 
approachability and professionalism 
across the board.”
Ross Leslie, Consolidated Artists

“Streets ahead of other lawyers I have 

used. Shoosmiths were professional, 

knowledgeable and responsive at every 

step of the way.” 

Jim Spencer, Producer

 “Our adventure as Bands F.C. would not 

have been possible without Shoosmiths. 

The only lawyers we’ve ever looked 

forward to having a meeting with.“ 

Nick Fraser Co-founder and director  

of Bands FC

“Top class solicitors who are experts in IP 

and protecting an artist’s rights. Strategic 

thinkers with fantastic attention to detail, 

they always have your back”.  

Ali Hudson, Manager of Joe Duddell

“Knowledgeable, professional and affable 

– we received top notch legal support 

during complex protracted contact 

negotiations.” 

Damian Morgan, Manager of The Orielles

 “We have worked with Shoosmiths since we 

started the label in 2014. They have provided 

key quality advice allowing us to expand and 

focus on what we do best – breaking artists.”  

Neville Skelly, Director of Skeleton Key Records


